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The Tribune's Fight Is the Public's
Fight.

w rtpced >"> In another column the, comments Of

-Hi.. Vo-v 'S er k World" and "The Brooklyn Eagle"
and otha newepapen on .ludgo Haud'* decision In

the Baidatk «cd Curtln contempt cassas. It la ¦

pteaurare to The Tribune to feel that it has tho MP-

iron and sympathy of Ita contemporaries in the light
idt is making to defeat a new and danjreruu¿ eu*

croarhuiiTt upon th«» freedom of the press. But

that Is only «i «. «ho iM be The Tribune 1s fighting
not «lone in 1i¡* "V I ;nterest. but in tho iuterest of

.-cry other newspa] ST and of every individual d«

sfaoua of retaining unimpaired the right to freo dl*

CUSSton Of public men anrt public measure.

Ererjbc «: want« t'1 see Um government con¬

ducted on B basis of fuller publicity and of larger

naponalbillty to Um people muai rarolt at rue pr>-

prammo of Russian censorship 1« whkb the Tress-

txr.r Department has committed Itself, if a news

paper may print noUring or a public speaker say

BjOthing about tli" operaUoas of a department which

i.i approved In advance by the depsii
mom bead, one great security sgalast «<-and:¡! wmi

corruption within i^*> Rovemmenr is relinquished.
N.-sx apere cannot fulfil their duty to the public ;<*

htcnmenl and progress anlest UMy
.-ne permitted to re peel the confidences which «lone

in many cases onsble inem to expose 'rime ¡in*-i

dri\»' corruptlo of office.
«tween i bureaucracy seekJnf to

truth in its uTVD interest, and the v>-

Becking to rereal Um truth in th*» interest, of the

community, in Mi<-h ;i contest, among a prop!" de
roted to rsl onsl Ideal« »nd froedom. we ran «op v>

permanent rlctory for bureaucracy.

Prison Graft and Politics.
i' ... Dcompetence or crookedness In

bsmlllng of supplies ;n BlackweU« Inland «rar

ranting Indictments, of Intolerable conditions In tho
women' prison sod little belter among the turn.

;it).) of graft in the Tomb-, prove the need of a

«cleaning In the T>epartment of Correc-
'v ¡n which Commissioner Davis went

sboul the rombi and Blackwell'« island inrestiga
ti.-i i-, well able to handle the sltiia
t ¡ou.
Tber* i nothing new In thl«. The -tate of affaira

in the Tombe has been :i mstter of public <='?)nd;)i
a grand jury called foe Um removal

,.f Wright, the <>nVi.4l held rcsyion-iblo for it. bin
i othlng happened PoHtlca Interrened. Politic« held
an incompetent in charge of the penltentlsry Poll-
tl Um wardens' job-« Where poliUca s. cmft

ompetence í¡re sure to be. There was no

politic In Miy" I'nviv-^ appointment bj Hayor
M ''.' and vho hns shown so far in her official
career tl *. do« n't ¦«ear.-' t«oi¡ti«-ai hobble skirt.
it | to '... hoped «hell eiert the political Incom
patent who have descended to her from past
epo with the help of further Investipations
andttu i' ittorne) make her department and

rltut on« nnbealtby for grafters.

\ Demand on the Mayor's Patience.
Nothing could be neater than the «ray la which

th*- magistrates, in Um second * -t r-i<-t reconciled t Im-
demanda ¦' tmanitarlaniam that eminent local
pollttcal light« holding alee >'M as court clerk« be
not added to Um already numerous unemployed ard
the demand Of Mayor MitcheJ that 'ho mapriptrates
appoint lawyer« as clerks in the interest or court
effidei ' I h" c eik^ retain th« johs and the Mayor
got a resolution for i new procedure

it win doubtlew console the Mayor to know that
while those politicians to whose proser,.P ,T1 ,-ien«-a'
j.;fl~,. be objected voie nil reappoiated the msgl«
tr^,r ¦'' the iittiir.- i "classified lei

that any politician wishing the
l -:t nice Job of < 10 enter court

ll :' Of at - «tant oven. ;in<i

¦rot occur, In time thl« may bring
'f.H-. awn us the ifayoi wished

hut I patience wi bar« to be strong

I omsuna Ctlls Down CàtMIfrett.
of Ixeulskuai is going to try to prerent

Um tmenl from r.uffing Into effort th»
¦ i nderwood tariff law. he ra

proi ded for |« that \nw wii: be
coo* . . h becoming trc" on

«r M .'.¦'¦ Louisiana owns some sugar
In Interest allégea thai

the i | .| because it attempt
rep« \iii of Um reciprocity treat; with

' rguM d, has no power to n
. i--emala la force until it .¡.

...rins >.r !. replaced by a oe«
' '. . (¦-, . rtctit ;1f|,| r!ilifle<| by

'i. onflict "Aiiti the Don prett] gen
that < on^re .-»n repeal taxa«

tloa pi ¦< treat. % 1stIon. When the
i ubmltted to the Ben

I to ratify II unie Um Hi
j. re the ronccMlon it

coi o dutli Paragraph
\ 111 d I be United States to tnulti

lain the 11 long BS UM
' ¦ force, but in Um odei

ao-fê ' ihn gab <i \t tlcle 1*111,
.i thai ti.< ourta «in hold

ajafivt. taxation, isei urei prorldlng
» .« nata in the House op Rcprc enl

latlvee, the '"ill of ine House, concurred In by the

taute ami accepted by the president, doe not ever.

ri «h» a tf0Bt]
¡íoulauna bad better luck i-nck la iç:<" wnaa the

Migar bounty clause of thp McKinley law was "BUS

pended" bj thai eminent Cincinnati eooatltntlonallat
ih« Ti<>n. Robert h. Rou-i^r, tben Controller of the

Treasury« t^oulaiana fought tor bounty ami the
court¦ made ||r. Bowler withdraw bla ret». Rut get
tins: arooad aa act of «'ongress hu<i letting around
an a<-' of Bowler*! arc two entirely differ*4"» pn po
tlona

Plain Speaking About the Courts.
Wo have received a large number of letter« frcin

the bench and bar. aa well as from layincu. eJ

'pressing gratification over oar frank criticism of

¡I Hie Court of Appeals in the Becker case. °u« rap
nasentattve letter of <his character are print on tala

page to-day.
It is a wholesome Vgn that BUCh piain apeaklnz

about p\w judicial system can take piare. The Old
notion that law and Judicial procesa ware aacro«

aanct beyond the proper reach of general comment.

or dlecoaelon, is rapidly fading out 'h" frank,

couragaoua ciitJdan whlcb Mr. Taft baa used re

peatedly <«nd used again in Washington last Waal
before tlie House Judiciary Conxmitteel baa gUJM far

to e^titbüsh » right attitude In this most important
concern.
Some of thp reforms available arp already in Bight

Others nre in process of development aa a reauH of

current debate. 1'robably no e?ll is of more |rn

portante than BUCh failure of justice ¦.'- " II

hil)iteJ In fhe Becker cone. 'Hip c. mpiel
is far from clear. Hut a general sti ngtl Bin] Of
triai court powers. Including an added reaped ror
a jury's verdict, must in some fashion be achieved.

i And. in corresponding decree, there mU8l be a

Ihr;"' -eduction In our appellate court-.' away.or at

¡any rafe rv end to petty dletfUBl of g tria' fudge
and iun.

! Dicderichs \ indicates Dewey.
he gisi of Admiral von Diedericba'a eleven Ibou

sand word reply to Admiral Dewey'i narrative or

Manila Bay appean to be that the American coin

mander insisted upon maintaining effective blockade
regulations, to the extent of ascertaining the Ides

tlty of resaela which sought, to enter the harbor and
i to the extent of tiring upon any vessel a bich refused
t" comply with rlv rules,
There could Bcarcely be wished a more complete

rIndication of the American commander's course

than la thus presented by 'his eminent German
authority. Admiral von Dlederichs simplj t«¦ -1»ti«¦

that Admiral Dewey did his duty. For him lo have
acted otberwlae would have been gravely censura
Me. it. 1s impossible to imagine a German naval
officer, in time of ";ir. permitting«a blockade to be
violated or evaded at will by unidentified re »eta
of other powers; and If not a German officer, wbj
an American? A blockade under the Stars and
stnpes is ju«-t r<L serious a maiter sa one under
the Black Eagle or the inion Jack.

A Kcal Army of the Unemployed.
The invasion of a church by a thousand unetn«

ployed men turns out to ha\e been a little trick Of
the I. w. w. That enterprising organization ha*« a

sanaa f"f publicity that would bring large retorna
in a money making concern The homeless thou
sand did not ¡¡et u chance to sleep in the church
which tbey besieged. Bui they did get on the front

pace of ovary newspaper in the city.
A deserved publicity, too. we think The tvbole

problem of the unemployed Is bopelea Ij entangled
with the vagrancy problem. And no one commu

nity can do very much by itself toward carrying the
Jobless o\pr a period of depression Also, when
the question of central employment agencies comet

up for discussion, one of the conclusions reached la
that the supposed experts are tur from agreeing
Upon WSJ s and means.

Nevertheless, tin» feeling that widc-.prc.nl uncTii

ployment ;s a piece of sodal injustice and a public
disgrace hi growing steadily. The In/.y and the use

leas will always have their troubles. Bur the hard

ship of able, willing men cannot be endured. The
conference just concluded in tbis city recommends
a federal bureau of distribution. \- a beginning
toward the solution <>r this difficult problem, thi-

mcaeure la entitled te the prompt and serious eon
s;dera!;'.n "f lonsrrcss

Martial Law in Germain.
I he latent word in the Zabern ease is that martial

law Is supreme in Germany. The Reichstag Itself
j whieh was recently co hot sgainst the sabring ol
citizens for grinning at plckejbaubes, arid which
passed a rote Of ." Ure upon the Imperial than-'
cellor, n»w roars ,t<- softly ;i> any .inking dove and
abandons all ¡ts attempts to make the civil authorl
ties supreme in time of peace
The latest word, we call It. but no» the I

WOUM op a reflaetloa upon humanity, and upon '.

man civilization, to aaaume that this diapoaal of the ¡
case li a finality, The Reicbatag maj withdraw
bills and diaaolve committeaa, bul fiere it i

bebind the Reichstag. The men of Germany htve
rotea equal and secret, and «re ma; b<
they "ill use them without fear.
Every five years since the empin s ¦. founded

has -CT-itnevso.i un Increase in what ire maj '.ill

the vote of protest, the rOtC of Rtdicsjl Social
Democrats and othert who are opposed loa mixture
of oligarchical and military rule, oatll that of the
Bodal riemoerata alone has become I plurality
amonjr the pn^ry poUiags. In 1!»17. If the present!
i;e!"hsta^ lives out its term, ip snaM probably bet

[another word about /alien, and ihe prevalence of
n:i tary law In time '<f peace, and i' ma] be lhat

I what la non- ¡i pturalit] «rill then be a clear and

|Str"n^ majorityr Bven such incident a> tint at'
Zabern make- straight toward that end

I lie Post Road and Sonic 1 others.
The recurrent controveraj over the Albnnj Poet

Road is vnnpo" this year with the pi .|m<>;i! |(. niaU.

that thoroughfare a state highway. Whether that'
would protect It from or expose It to trolley Invasion
la not altogether deer. That It would pnonic a

satisfactory disposition of the whole natter to
¡ be rery much doubted

For the Post Ko.?d. at least from tin- eitj to the
Crotón Rivai cannot properly lie considered or

floated as :i distinct and Solitary etilily. It i. ;in

Inseparable pan ..r a .ich suburban system ol
lomjs .mi) parki /imi streams and what aol el
nii of which should be taken together ami dealt
w i»ii a- ¡i a bole.

in Massachusetts there was created rear ago a
commission «rblch look charge ol .< broad zone
around the city or Beaton, aith almost absolute
SUtbority ami laid out roads and park-, and mi

proved streams ami ponda, according t> » carefully
matured general plan Thp remull 1« th.it the

suburb, of Host..', .-.I«-, noted for their ronvei

of siraagemeat and attract rencas of aspect.
\ similar comn SSlon t<> take ehargc "r v,r

York's northern suburbs, wou d ha' e an opportupitj
to do a »till finer work. Inasmuch »a the natural
qualities of that region surpass those of perhaps
up; other suburban tract in tin- country, from
the Hudson to ihe Bound and from the Harlem to
the Crotón, there is an un ri va ted opportun i fot
road and town planning, 'and-cap., engineering, and
the creation of n BUburban residence region that
would be unsurpassed by anj in the world

Hungar; asks América hon beet to 'swat the
By." As Euclid said of geometry there li no royal
road to swatting. But ¦ folded newspaper a damp
tonei, a pofi fell bat, or ". <m the outi pri id hand
often an efieel h e agent

' snos .,»" weeka old IrooHng acroi a
.¦ an 'T-: a "I odorou flood pi o>

o h foi p < tua I '¦'¦¦¦

The refusal ol the Si tata to ii post
packaajea to lifts pounds Indicates that then
be no discrimination against coal dealei and brick-
arda

THE TALK OF THE DAÏ .

Th< et li bt ation >¦. I lili f -r,¡ il l " la o tl ¦.

ventieth anniversary or hi appointment to a
Supreme Court ben h recalled ttila Incident to an

old newspaper man "One evening/' he. said
d a Mi dlson ¦ enue ; .' <. .->-. at .".v»''

street There weri two p ngen In the car when
i entered, »nd I *at opposite them, saluted the
taller «.!.< and Said: This IS Certainly n unirjUf»
event of three pa sengere two ha i been eon-|

d by the United Statea Senate aa |usi
the Supn m<

\i.j the third «.¦') not have the Senate's eon«
sideration but he ha hi |ob.' he m^n were
Wheeler H. Peckham end William h Hornbl ¦
v ho had each failed of confirmation for rh» Justice
? hip to which President Cleveland later apr-ointM
Senator W bite, of Louisiana " ]

'\\|,.it .. sho sine loektna dish this ta. mv flrar."
"perhaps mj love, that's because It la cur ant

pie Bait ¦. 01 v mi r ean.

« -, esmc n l '" " ea -h

the <
»

"Kali ' ou?"
'iiv .Bin trip 1 op «i. 1 ten

'>.... ist I .'SI.

sold one man s gfi.Oqn mother one lo.OQ
"So V .. ''i H a co-re. m

on tho a

"Whsddye i rwi OUgl 'n get S '¦"nmvslnn
en i'n«), salea "'

"Sur" I « jcr.i to. '' 'ri" ha in * r""t me roe n«v/T

s ould ha* .¦ m ids them."

Toman PAr what is un idc*¡isr"
Tomm 'a Pop \n Idea . srj j o- t*

man -w 1.«> thinks sll women an angels Philadelphia
Record.

lahington correapondent ..' ¦ fief Tork
papei n enfly too amai Did. to
ih* newapaper men's em areekl onferencc nilh
tho president \r r: don of the conference
h»> look Tomm) up to the Prei dent and Introduced
him.
The President patted Tommy kindly on th» ht>nd !

Id: "Hon an rou, mj little man? i have
often heard your father apeak of you."
Tommy was embarrassed, but not to be outdone in

Ye», air," 1 si immi red "I I think
hi ard him spi ah of

.; an Con i a bina from eonfualon?
Philudi Iphia ln<iuir< r.

NtW YORK FROM THE SUBURBS
... barrow I3t

i t ... Bimji in
'. . men

lins radium ¦ ,!''' ton Transe lp<
:.. «Ta '" MilcheI lo oft>i m lion

i. ,t polli . t,a,- ,.,,,,,,,

posl .. ird
Before Colonel iioetli trtal irm the Naa

forl polln ¦* tesa he had bottai send Colonel
ahead of him to disinfect it Pittsburgh Dispatch

1 THF PROP

FRANK CRITICISM Or OUR COURTS

How the Bugaboo of Error Handicap»
oi.t Is a"d Defeats Justice.

To h r The 1 bum
. .. oui the di

<<t l!;e "OUI t. \ Of î

the trial of Bad
« ti h !!.<->.¦. trial ol

to be pr< ei
the 1 ibstanl laJ th<

nee and the sa me wltnei te i con
r the gunmen a convicted Beck« r. The

on« >tIon
.'.. ¦.. .j the ^ttier '. f-H\m of c

... The idf<
Ion '»r opinl

1 . low. alwaj i a

beei n man; ¦.¦

..

i to affirm vi rdlcl h criminal
union there le anlfeat < mr. The
'ro'iblc i«. that lUdgM, espo !..

who 11 a \ . been long on the bench,
trained under otnmon la« and ».¦

.¦. |udse ¦ alight error to t>e
i . error, cannot ovi ¦¦ thi

Tli« lonetttutlon pro-
the protects

Inal requiring Indict
i i, |ur: ounaet, et,-.

it does not provide foi appeal Peraons
i ..>.\iri<"i and

appeal. When th« statute provides foi an

appeal the Court .
;, m* , ,¦¦¦¦>¦¦ » eat fo thi an

In Kan ;¦ ,- i of ex-1
s or error ¦ abo Iah«¦!.

de ai.. taken and are lai the -iture

(.fa: and no Judg . I I
¦. ied or neu- trltl Kr.>: ted ot f

reel
of et Idei e, or for

as to matter of plead i oi pi >-

e, unless after exatnini lion of 111 .=*

or] le en«* tt Fiidii apt ear *1 th.-
nff.n ta the

of % party. The Bngtlsh Court of ap-
i lian mu< 'i adder powei on r<

19« .1.
.' .. I v ., .. , ...

... r

' ek "f
I

.,

ntaJn ng hla n
merli So >>m *.¦ that all de|
i he ..i tude oi mind of th«
This .¦ i raal of |u Ignu nta Ik ow by

thegt it weaJ teas
In court procedure It realty nenne e

eaeape of the defendant and it vers often
happen« that this shadow if .; e inte
Court hanging ove.- the. ¡nttc. of thai )"t

below makee htm ao Umld ar »joi *> a- «

tti e thru bis culpi it. e to re
ri'tute lav. e apt
N'eu fort Fob !7. ISIL JU81 ICB

THE HAY-PAUNCEFOTE TREATY

Why It Wa« Necessary to rjet Rid of
the> Clayton Bulwer BL.ndn.

re .! Ed ii of rhi Tt b i<
e I sen al noal i eontinuoue

er of The Tribune f »r di
ycara and am bow ta

* by t he precedent and
v ..i Ion, p noted In your laaue of he
tfth? W hj did Mr. McKinley am! Ji h
Ha '. ¦. nto su«.h a treaty a« t n* I:
Pauni efote agreen ent?

\ UERIC \\ CITIZEN.
n 111« i'.'ii': Ft b :.«. Isold

i'i be « omplli atloi 11 «an a <tii the
B direr treat). tlzt) -four

h the i mt' d Bt»t( - and
.i Brit dn «greed that neither w<

..»i-. control over an
oi fortify h w a «

to maki I weak to
letII aa we did. Bui we

United Kate« «tart
¦i ipoi Pai ama tarpiUm II found
that o- pi tie.itv in h,,. «.,,. , .,,!,,,,,.|
ii'' sol aid "f h t. nesotlatlng the n.i>
Ps im foti t.. at) in ii.s puu i ni-; the
lattei fjreai Brttal aurrandsiad avsssjr*

LE'S COLUMN
thing which .-ti' enjo ad ander *"r :'

B arar treat'-, and eonceded om

... ... control and fortlfl at
of th» canal; asking Is return only t lie

stiOfl 'hat in*» canal should be open
in i) a esaela oí i nations on *". í'ih'
i. rms, An I lh< ' itti la the sgreemi nl

which wi made and which honor and hon-
t req lire us faithfullj to ' ilfil Ed

PRESS UPHOLDS TRIBUNE
"Defends Stand of Editor and
Reporter in Contempt Case.
REPORTERS IN CONTEMPT.
¦i. Tribune men were yeaterda! ed

t .. each for content!. irt The}
had s' in. '1 a "beat" bj prit Una »''.'

vow.i in two smuaallns cases, and
fused to reveal the toak In the f ¦¦< a

.'tir-oM whence it was presumed a

drew their Informatlo*
Ttu> reporters Hre accused of no iTime.

They are not area charged with an Im¬
moral act. Their coot. eonalsts nor

in printing advance newa but la refusing
to aid li;'- United Btates District Utoi
noy in dlaclpllnlna No fact
was printed m that was not later
gv o fo publication and spread
upon ord.
Presumably, the two men punish*

lulcfc .is an othei i to come
to the help of ihe government if ne«
sarj Her« the call is faim, .turn.' .* ha
not suffered from their aet. The Lltta

, ihed with suf
aeverll I ;.';' that

. triers' 1 i .li.

Acting upon th< sdvlca of ti..- Dei
menl of Justice, President Wilson
pardona In advance for ii»e a'-«-!.'-' d ra

portera, holding them aecurs of punish-
meat if they would give p tl r iform-

na.a They b osen.to
liifir refusal to the Supreme Court in
alead, Did an; one suppose thej would
.them iet To have betrayed In i
¦ case the nur: who trusted them would
have sai ned the of ma vho

the profession of journal n
...¦ \«. t of t om who i i

rhe Bui the
aland. Bui

...... !,

¦ harm or prlvaU
g '>:it. ni| ' ..,'

i i two m< II . ;

¦.- and i

Ig il of
ffíir.;,! prosecuting attorneys.- The New
Y.«rU World.

CONGRATULATIONS.
'im- heartiest congratulations arc

in The New IT« ine. i'ortu
tisini ften the best i

U i Tl . Ti i.
<. Ju ge Hand . ntei so dea

ng of such sdt an ruj
'¦.¦.... enterprlai

nOOa -, :i | "¦ -in vail <.'
''I t'>

news Is won
thai si thing I af be put <<n

llboarda to Ih il publishing can
lion. \ni If the Judge keeps his psjpmlse

the dcfei danta to jail,
them .i 1 ..Invs <n pua . ,i. e, with a

'.. i Muí ren a tan I of the L'nll
stal ' '-.i- thank
fi om the defendants' <.

Tin freedom of the pit i la Involved
So :. port) r »ho would " iway" an

Informant and aurrender that laJbrnuuil
to i¦ '¦ idei m< relea of bun aucratle au

h- the custom aervto woold
arorth is sail Breach of trust Is tho
unpardonable n m sa-gi tl r. When
ii tr Koblaaai <¦( -1 he Chicago tf.. ..

Hi ral ..h he would Juatlfj
¦¡"iv " pom. r m « thholdlng from Mm

oui a of m wa if it-'
mau a i mad« promise lo do aa,
formulai ¦! .h ni. prevailing
iw « papt athk

¦i Ntgs lland i* a true philanthreplst
Mr BIS) \\.l\r the «llv ifl*» SttftbUtS of w orl»

".UK la h atyntartses ssay ads aroadara t"

An Open Forum for
Public Dcb«tte.

perfoi n mil le « efficient |
Bn

Afv IMPORTANT TEST CASK
The weskm M .>' th* go«.

<¦ the fact tha
vulgins thi that

d tected In
tain penalties ha-1 been Imposed
auch Information
i"ii«ii" through the pram mi
rime has l art been < om nltt«

remeni of a pardon I
d am .. thui

parent fare« ' "¦¦ nlesa It be .

that nei *

be forced to .-'¡'i In dl* lpt1 ilng
ment ofllcei employ«
committed no statutory ofl

i legal i

Phe Rochet »

and Ihronlcle, \-\ bi ia

VIRTUE OF THE SHUT MOUTH.
Siew York nea
a a nd Wllllan rtli

i tful attention of th<
and the publ e for thcii to t
¦ to a iirt<- they obtali
mi tied to be fa
ed in TIih New vork Trtbuni II
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